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               El Centro’s 2021 Legislative Agenda 

          
At El Centro we believe all individuals, regardless of language, place of birth or documentation 
status, deserve to be fulling accepted and integrated into the communities they live, work and 
pursue their dreams in. El Centro remains committed to pursuing policy changes that support 
the organization’s direct service work and meet the needs of clients. While the agency may not 
always have the capacity to take the lead, El Centro’s Board of Directors recognizes that, on 
some issues, the organization’s engagement plays an important supporting role. In approaching 
advocacy, El Centro will leverage its strongest assets: its grassroots base of clients and allies, its 
issue expertise, and its reputation and relationships. In some cases, this work will be defensive, 
as El Centro works to prevent negative policy developments at all levels of government and 
within our service area. In other moments, El Centro and its partners will begin to lay the 
groundwork for advancing policy agendas that, over time, can substantially strengthen the 
agency’s programmatic work with individuals and families. 
 

A Policy Agenda for a Healthy Community 
 

Priority One: Provide opportunities for immigrant residents to integrate successfully into 
Wyandotte and Johnson County communities. 

Objective: Support efforts to establish Safe and Welcoming ordinances in Wyandotte 
and Johnson County municipalities. 

Our local Safe and Welcoming Ordinance has two components: a Municipal ID, and a policy limiting local 
law enforcement cooperation with immigration enforcement. Residents’ ability to safely access services 
and function as a welcomed, valued member of a community not only makes an individual safer but 
improves the overall safety of the our community. Relationships between government officials and 
immigrant residents work better when officials can verify the identity of every individual and no 
individual fears being mistaken for someone else.  

Vulnerable populations who lack a government-issued photo ID card face major difficulties requesting 
birth certificate for their American citizen’s kids, opening a bank account, cashing a check, registering 
children for school, or getting a prescription filled. They can feel at risk when interacting with police, 
leading to fewer individuals reporting crimes or cooperating as witnesses. Without an ID, senior citizens, 
immigrants, homeless individuals, re-entering citizens, foster youth, and others cannot show where they 
live or fully be a part of the community. 
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In communities around the country1, governments have pursued these aims by establishing  municipal 
identification programs. Municipal IDs are provided by the local government, for a fee, usually after 
verifying identity with documents from a country of origin and/or affidavits from respected institutions. 
Wyandotte County and Johnson Counties should pass an ordinance establishing its own municipal 
identification and stipulating the criteria for its receipt.  

Objective: Preserve Kansas’ long-standing commitment to postsecondary educational 
opportunities for Kansas high school graduates 

Kansas passed an instate tuition policy in 2004 and, for the past 17 years, all students who attended high 
school here for at least 3 years and graduated from high school in the state have been able to enroll in 
Kansas colleges, universities, and technical schools as instate students. Thousands of Kansas young 
people have received postsecondary degrees as a result, and many have subsequently become U.S. 
citizens. This is a policy supported by higher educational institutions, K-12 schools, and faith and 
community leaders around the state. It should remain Kansas law. 

Objective: Create opportunities for youth immigrants and their families, supporting 
DACA (Deferral Action for Childhood Arrivals) and DAPA (Deferral Action for Parents of 
Americans) 

Congress must pass federal legislation known as the Dream Act to protect young immigrants who are 
vulnerable to deportation. Also the implementation of DAPA is not only the right thing to do for families 
but also its positive impact on the economy. DAPA would result in a cumulative gross domestic product, 
or GDP, increase of $164 billion, an $88 billion increase in incomes for all Americans, and create 20,538 
jobs per year over the next 10 years if implemented. Moreover, DAPA would result in payroll tax 
increases of $16.7 billion over five years. We support and promote the need to protect the DACA 
program expanding its opportunity to provide a pathway towards citizenship for our DACAmented youth 
and support to expand protection to include the parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents 
(DAPA). We support a national proposal of a DAPA program that, if pass, can have a positive impact on 
the vulnerable parents of American citizens, their immigration status and our economy.  

Priority Two: Improve affordable housing and housing conditions within Wyandotte and 
Johnson Counties for Latino families 

Objective: Support United Community Service’s work to develop a county wide housing 
study to implement affordable housing options. 

Too many Johnson Counties are burdened by mortgages and rent that exceed 30% of their gross 
income. According to United Community Services data, about 75% of residents making between $20,000 
and $34,999 spend more than 30% of their pay on housing.  Thus, a growing number of workers can’t 
find affordable housing in the state’s wealthiest county.  

 
1 http://www.policylink.org/blog/municipal-id-cards 
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Because of the limited affordable housing options, and rising rents, modest-paying essential workers 
and front line employees working in offices, public safety and even public schools cannot afford to live in 
the counties where they work. United Community Services in Johnson County and Livable 
Neighborhoods in Wyandotte County teamed up with the county and several cities to conduct a housing 
study.  Johnson County should raise awareness and move the needle on affordable housing options for 
low to moderate income residents. We also want to raise awareness to the living condition of primary 
Latino residents in Wyandotte and Johnson Counties who live in substandard conditions or suffer 
harassment because of fear of losing their home due to their documentation status.  

Priority Three: Promote policies that advance the health and well-being of all Kansans 

Objective: Support KanCare expansion efforts to ensure that Kansans have access to 
affordable health care coverage. 

Today, Kansans who fall into the coverage gap—earning too much to qualify for Medicaid but not 
enough to purchase coverage in the federal marketplace—rely primarily on costly and sporadic 
emergency room care. This increases the likelihood of early detection of serious health problems. It also 
creates an unnecessary bottleneck at the most intensive treatment option. In Kansas, we have a budget-
neutral2 chance to provide affordable health care coverage to more than 150,000. Kansas can’t afford to 
pass this up. According to a recent policy brief released by the Migration Policy Institute in November 
2019 the expansion of Medicaid could improve insurance coverage for 9,000 Latinos and 6,000 Latino 
immigrants in our communities.     

Objective: Protect families’ access to benefits and pathways to citizenship. 

The “public charge” test has been part of federal immigration law for decades. It is designed to identify 
people who may depend on government benefits as their main source of support. If the test determines 
that someone is likely to become a “public charge,” the government can deny admission to the United 
States or refuse an application for lawful permanent resident status (a “green card”). This year, the 
Federal Government proposed changes to the public charge policy. Proposed rules have attempted to 
restrict access to programs that provide work and family supports includes Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI), cash assistance from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, and 
state or local cash assistance programs for income maintenance, often called “general assistance” like 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and section 8 housing assistance program. 

Public charge does not apply to all immigrants. This law mainly impacts those seeking 
permanent resident status through family member petitions. On December 2, 2020, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld preliminary injunctions blocking the government from applying the new 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) public charge rule in all the regions of the U.S. represented by 
the plaintiffs in the cases challenging the new rule, but this decision is not yet final. The injunction would 
block the government from enforcing the new public charge rule in California, Colorado, Delaware, 
Hawai’i, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, Washington D.C., and Washington State. This 
would mean that U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) would be prevented from applying 

 
2 http://www.expandkancare.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/State-and-Local-Budgets-Jan-2019.docx.pdf  
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the new rule in those areas, even though it could apply the new rule elsewhere. However, for now, 
USCIS may continue to apply the new rule, including requiring submission of Form I-944. Immigrants can 
continue to receive the key health care, nutrition, and housing programs that help them and their 
families thrive.  We oppose using the rulemaking process to restrict access to benefits that help working 
families and promote health. El Centro will continue to fight against the many attacks on immigrants and 
their families, educating and assisting with immigration, know your rights and the citizenship processes. 

Priority Four: Protect our democracy and encourage vibrant civic engagement 

Objective: Increase voter registration and turnout rates by making Kansas’ election laws 
a model of fairness, transparency, and participation. 

Kansans who try to register to vote face obstacles unimaginable than just a decade ago: 
requirements to obtain original birth certificates, costs associated with securing photo 
identification, complicated rules enacted by the former Secretary of State to try to get around 
court rulings challenging his undemocratic systems. Too many of these would-be voters give up 
in frustration or conclude that their lack of trust in government is warranted. El Centro believes 
that our communities are strongest when all citizens participate. The legislature should restore 
transparent, fair, and effective voting laws. We support proposals to lift the burdensome birth 
certificate requirement and allow for same-day registration. Our democracy is worth defending. 

Objective: Increase Latino voter participation in primary 2021 Kansas’ elections 

By 2060, Latinos will account for more than one-fourth of the U.S. population. As one of the fastest-
growing populations with close to a million youth turning 18 every year in the United States, we have 
the potential to influence public policy and our elections. In Kansas, voter suppression tactics, 
systematic barriers to registration and voting processes, and neglect from partisan and nonpartisan 
organizations have limited political participation and voter turnout. We understand the outcome of 
key races in our local city and state elections can positively or negatively affect the lives of 
Latino residents. We will continue to amplify the Latino voice by registering, educating and 
increasing turnout in our local elections.  


